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Activity Name
	
Building Communities:How Geography Shapes HouseBuilding

	


Activity Descriptor
	· This is a suite of 10 presentations and lesson plans exploring the geographical and sociological aspects and impacts of house building
· All activities were originally designed for schools in England and are therefore refer to and use English source materials. All lessons are linked to the curriculum for Key Stages 3 & 4
· The activity can be linked with the CREST Sustainable Communities Award 


	
Activity Aims
	Each lesson plan has its own aims:
· Lesson 1 - Why do we need new houses?
· Lesson 2 - How have populations changed across the UK
· Lesson 3 - How do builders meet local needs?
· Lesson 4 - What is a sustainable community?
· Lesson 5 - Does the Bath Riverside development encourage sustainable communities?
· Lesson 6 - How do councils make decisions about where to build new homes?
· Lesson 7 - How does South Oxfordshire plan to meet the housing need?
· Lesson 8  - Where should we build the new homes?
· Lesson 9 - Building homes in challenging environments
· Lesson 10 - How can we make new homes more energy efficient?


	Activity Length
All timings given are approximate and for the basic activity described here. Additional time should be allowed for extensions.
	
· Each lesson plan should last approximately 1 hour



	


Preparation Required
	· Activity Lead should take time to familiarise themselves with the PowerPoint presentations and accompanying lesson plans. 
· The majority of the lesson plans reference other websites and data which may be of use for reference and will require internet access and to websites e.g. You Tube
· Organise PowerPoint facilities 

	Group Size
Remember that the overall size of the group/audience involved may affect timings
	

· There is no restriction on the number of participants

	Audience
This is the recommended age range for this activity.
	· Designed to be delivered by geography teachers to their geography students but it could be delivered by other adults in other relevant settings 
· All activities are linked to the curriculum for English Key Stages 3 and 4 (11 – 16 years) in England.  

	

Suggested timetable
	· Each lesson differs, but we suggest that as a guide the following can be used within a 60 minute lesson:
· 15 minutes presenting/explaining the PowerPoint slides
· 35 minutes on the main activity
· [bookmark: _GoBack]10 minutes plenary


	


Extension ideas
	· Many of the lesson plans include extension ideas/further research suggestions
· The lesson plans could be used as an extension to CREST Sustainable Communities Award 


	


Resources Required
	· Each lesson plan outlines the specific resources required
· Power point presentation facilities
· Access to internet would be beneficial including You Tube



	Documentation List Documents may need to be photocopied/printed in multiples if dividing audience into small groups/teams
	Each Lesson Plan includes:
· A PowerPoint Presentation
· A Lesson Plan
· Some lesson plans also include supporting documentation e.g. raw data


	Employability Skills Involved
	· Planning   
· Teamwork
· Problem Solving
· Research
	· Timekeeping
· Communication
· Following instructions 


	Curriculum Links
	· Geography
· Sociology
· Technology

	· Maths
· Science

	Construction Sector Links
	· Housing 
· Town Planning
· Sustainability
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